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WORLD OF OPERA
Wagner's 'Rienzi’
Jannany 18, 2008

* Hear the Opera

With RignzivWagnertook the exdravagant style of French Grand Opera and
made it his own, in the process creating a spectacular drama that's also
the longest opera he ever composed.

WORLD OF OPERA

Wagner's 'Die Walkuere'
Octoper 12, 2007
¥ Hear the Opera

Legendary tenor Placido Domingo sings the heroic role of Siegmund in
Dig Waikuers, the second installment in the Washington Mational
Cpera's new production of'Wagner's The Ring of the Mibeiungen.,

STUDIO SESSIONS

B FROM THE TOP
) Wagner, High Notes, and a Ghost in Atlanta
Januany 16, 2005

Thiz week, the Atlanta Symphony Hall at the Woodruff Arts Center in
Geordia hosts From the Tog's vound musicians. including the Atlanta
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Clarinetist Anthony McGill's Take on Debussy OIRECT

March 27, 2006

¥ Hear McGill's Performance

Clarinetist Anthony MeGill has had a pretty good career so far: school at a At progressive.com
top consematory, a position with the Cincinnati Symphony, now principal you can compare
clarinetist af the Metrapolitan Opera Qrehestra. We hear MeGill in a recital .

at his alma mater, the Curtis Institute in Philadelphia, plaving Debussy's rates all in one place.
"Rhapsady Mo.1"

'ea rn More
PERFORMANCE TODAY

Debussy's Erotic 'Epigrams’
March 7, 2006

Dehussy's Sik Antique Epigrams are based an erotic poetry from the sikth
century B.C. Mude dancers performed at Debussy's one and anly
performance of them in 1901 e hear them perormed at Music from
Salem in Mew York. Mina Tichman and David Breitrman play piano four PURCHASE FEATURED MUSIC
hands.

Become an MPR sponsor

Dehussy: Etudes
a Pigrre-Laurent Almard
CREATORS AT CARNEGIE

Solo Recital by Pianist Richard Goode
Jully 26, 2005

Live at Carnengie Hall
Plietre-Laurent Almard

Mew York native Richard Goode is one ofthe world's premiere pianists.
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The Self-Help Guide to Wagner

By Tom Huizenga ahd Katle Daldert

Hear the Complete Profile of Wagner and His Music

[46 min 45 zec] 4 add to playlist

MNEF org, May 28, 2002 - Love him or hate him, if
you're a fan of classical music, and especially
opera, you have to contend with Richard VWagner,
the controwersial composer who made sweeping
changes in the arts. His life, music, and legacy
continue to inspire and confound listeners and
critics.

Vagner's music contains the loftiest aspirations MORE FROM RICHARD WAGNER
of hurmankind, vet itwas also the soundtrack to
tragedy. Hiz mammoth operas have inspired
composers, authors, directors, and even
dictators.

Eichard Wagner: Full NPR Music Archive

Wagner's ‘Rienzi’'

[+ ’Z'.=..=:-?: !
Richard WWagner was a larger-than-life figure, and his
innowations as a compaser changed Western music farever.

Wagner, High Motes, and a Ghostin Allanta

He's the ane who decided it would be a good idea
TOP 5§ WAGNER to turn the house lights down and watch a drama
2 = g in the dark. He built a radically new theater at Bayreuth,

ee and hear a list o agner . : s -
TECoadiine: TECaTINENded by Germany, to his ohsessive specifications. He exploded the

William Berger, awthor of Wagner | length, breadth, and height of music-theater, changing it
Without Fear. forever

Wagner's Die Walkuerg'

MORE

MORE FROM JESSYE NORMAN

Jessye Norman: Full NPR. Music Archive

But VWagner's creative genius has been tainted by his Opera Diva Norman Brings the Arts Back to



A GUIDE TO SURVIVING But \Wagner's creative genius has been tainted by his Opera Diva Marman Brings the Arts Back to
WAGNER personality — by his overzealous references to militarism and Schools
nationalism, as well as his overt anti-Semitizm. It's not A 2006 Favarite: Opera Diva Jessye Morman
surprising that his works would later be adopted by Adolf Hitler

Hear sections of the YWagner
profile with WPR's Lisa Simeone i . ) i . .
and authar William Berger. to symbolize his notion of the Third Reich. Wagner's music, to

thiz day, is taboo in Israel. MO RE R

4 Dermystifying Wagner Wagner for Dummies Classical Road Trip: Musical Milestones

119 kin 27 sec]
+ add In his hook Wagner Without Fear, William Berger tries to Guitarists Discover Timelessnass of Erik Satie
dermystify some of the anxiety the mere mention of Wagner's Death at Sundown: Verdi's | Yespri Siciliani'
41 YWagner's Unusual name generates. MORE
Background
12 min 36 sec] "fou don't have to be a complete lunatic, you don't have to sign
+ acd your life over in order to appreciate Wagner " Berger says . "If WEB RESOURCES
he's going to ask you to sit in the theatre for five ar six hours, |
{7 Wagner's Dark Legacy would ask people to believe that he's got that much to say. So 0 Wiagner Bio
Ta!;?é” 46 sec) wig're dealing with a difficult artist but a truly unigue one."

PURCHASE FEATURED MUSIC

"The entire human experience can be found in his music,"
Eerger adds. "With VWagner, wou don't just get the signs of a
journey; you ga through that journes "

Lord of the Ring

AvWagner Collection
Jessyie Morman

Loyal "Wagnerheads," as fans are sometimes called, seem
unfazed by the length of his extra-long operas — especially the
full 18-hour Ring Cyole, the series of four operas designed to

be heard over four consecutive days. Some even travel the Fanorama: Richard Wagner, Yol. 2
B Enlarge AFRGERrAmases | yarld, scoring tickets to wherever the Ring Cyvele is perfarmed. Various
In 1872, Wisgner began to build &
racically news thester ot Bayreuth, The Ring of the Nigbelungs (Der Ring des Nibelungen), as it's v
Germany, in which his operas are stil L. . .
performed today . officially called, is populated with gods and goddesses, water-

spirits, dragons, giants, dwarves, and objects fram the powerful : | Lauritz Melchior Anthology, Vol. 3
WAGNER ON STAGE golden ring to a magic helmet that makes itz wearer dizappear, To T | Lountz Melchior

Watch excerpts from two Wagner like Harw Fotter's IﬂVISIbIIIt‘;,H ElDE_'k' Wagner s story I_S drawin Wagner: Die Meistersinger
operas from the wetropalitan fram Morse mythalogy, Germanic folk poetry, and his own head. James Levine, Mat Opera
OFJEI’EI in Mes ork. . . .

He creates an entire universe, from the formation of the warld Wagner: Ring Cycle

to itz fiery end. James Leving, Mat Qpers
ﬂ Ring Cycle: 'Sieoftied--Act 2 Tha Trietan Fffanst FE——=T




41 'Siegfried gyl (Vienna given that Wagner was resolutely anti-Semitic.
Philharmaonic, Georg Solti,

conductor) "There was the hasic material for a Mazi fetish in Wagner's art
{:3 !:é” 20 sec) right from the start," Berger says. "There was the xenophohia
a

and anti-Semitism; without any doubt, it's there "

Even a few of Wagner's operatic characters have heen singled
out 3z examples of his anti-Zemitism. The unlikable Beckmesser in Dve Meisfersinger and the
greedy Alherich in The Ring Cyele, some thearists say, were given perceived Jewish
characteristics by Wagner and thus portrayed in a denigrating way.

Because of the music's Mazi connections, Berger says it's no surprise that Israel has kept an
informal ban an VWagner performances. But at the same time, Berger adds that it's important nat
to let the music be controlled by its dark connotations.

" think it's imperative to reclaim this music," Berger says, "and not let something as powerful as
thiz music be appropriated permanently by the Third Reich. Ultimately, this is the lesson we take
from YWagner for all art. We cannot let amything be defined for us by any demagogues "

"The ahility of art to inspire, but also the limits of art to make us good or bad — that's still up to us,
and | think that lesson is profoundly illustrated by Richard Wagner "
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